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Abstract

This thesis, composed of seven chapters, will explore the oral tradition of puppet
theatre (po-te-hi) in Talwanese A great deal of effort has been made on Taiwan's puppet
theatre. What seem to be lacking, however, is to understand its problem of language,
especially its aspect of oral performance. The puppet theatre is one of traditional folklores,
which were once assumed to inevitable decline in Taiwan. It is a miracle that the puppet
theatre unceasingly survived and presented Taiwan as a result of the icon election. The
campaign “Show Taiwan to the World” launched last year (2005) by the Government
Information Office, it consisted in asking Taiwanese citizens to vote on which of 24
different images most distinctively symbolize Taiwan. With some 780,000 people voting,
an image depicting the folk art of glove puppetry has emerged as the top choice of the
people, garnering over 130,000 votes. It is interesting to note that the main process of
Taiwanization in the puppet theatre developed from a form of local entertainment to
symbol of nationa identity. Based on the reflection of the process of oral-aural in folk
literature, we will discuss the formula, type-scene, and improvisation of performance-texts
that | transcribed from puppet theatre’'s recordings. This study can help the Taiwanese
rediscover the oral literature of which they can feel proud.

The chapter one is the introduction of motive, purpose, content and method, and
narrates the development and circumstance of the puppet, and sum up forefathers' research
achievements.

The chapter two presents an historical overview of the aesthetic transformations of

Puppet Theater in Taiwan. We will begin by considering the concept of “ Taiwanization”
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that includes the historical development and the social phenomena of puppet theatre. There
is fairly genera agreement that the glove puppet theatre was originated about three
hundreds years ago in Hok-kiin province, China. The local theatre can be reasonably dated
from the early years of the 19 century. In the beginning, it is possible that the majority of
puppet operators in Taiwan were formerly with the Hok-kian opera troupes and left to join
the puppet theatre. The music of the glove puppet theatre consists of different vocal
melody and speech types as well as percussion music, each associated with different
dramatic function. According to these music styles, there are three main tradition or
“schools’ of glove puppet theatres in Taiwan: /ldm-kdan, péh-ji-d and tio-tiau. In the early
years of the 20 th century, the musicians of pak-kdan created the new tune for puppet theatre.
The new style of music is more and more fashionable, which characterized by ssimple and
variety. This tendency provided the more powerful and more improvisational performance.
So far, we have seen that puppet theatre more and more use tape recorders and
phonographs and changed their performance style from quasi-operainto the narrative.

The chapter three will discuss the linguistic investigation of puppet theatre. First of al,
it will explore the vernacular consciousness of puppet theatre. Secondly, it will analyze and
discuss the relation among the socia change from “immigrant society” to “native society”,
the accent boundary, and the performance of puppet. At last, it will analyze the problem of
orality and literacy of puppeteer’s oral performance.

The chapter four will study the “formula’ of puppeteer’s oral performance, which is
an expression regularly used, under the same metrical conditions, to express an essential
idea. We will deal with the traditiona mode of expression, the fundamental structure of
puppet theatre, two categories of formula, variation and possibility of creation.

The chapter five will discuss these themes of puppet theatre. First, we will consider

the concept of “type-scene” or “theme’ that is fairly general agreement its definition as a
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plastic compositional unit. And then, it will dwell on three important themes of puppeteer’s
oral performance: the civil theme, the fighting theme and the quarrel theme.

The chapter six will analyze the comedic theme (chhio-khoe-hi) of puppeteer’s oral
performance. We will begin by discuss two aspect of comedy: the comedy of word and the
comedy of situation, and analyze many examples of puppet theatre.

The chapter seven will conclude with a recapitulation of entire thesis and the direction
for future study, reflections and expectations.

At last appendix, we will list atable of vowel sound and consonant in Taiwanese, and

atext-performance of Ng Chin-hiong’s puppet theatre that | transcribed.

Keyword: puppet theatre, oral literature, language, performance-text, Taiwanization.
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